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progress, but there is a lot more work 
to be done. 

This year’s National Defense Author-
ization Act focuses on building on the 
progress we have made. It invests in 
the planes, combat vehicles, and ships 
of the future, including the Joint 
Strike Fighter and the future B–21 
bomber, which will be based at Ells-
worth Air Force Base in my home 
State of South Dakota. It authorizes 
funding for research and development 
and advanced technology. It authorizes 
funds to modernize our nuclear arsenal 
to maximize our deterrence capabili-
ties. It also focuses on ensuring that 
we are equipped to meet threats on new 
fronts, including in the space and cyber 
domains. 

It is important that we invest in 
these new areas of the battlefield to en-
sure we are prepared to meet and de-
feat threats. We are once again in an 
era of great power competition, where 
states like China and Russia harbor 
imperial ambitions. The National De-
fense Authorization Act will help en-
sure that we have a credible deterrence 
and are equipped to meet threats from 
great powers as well as rogue states 
and terrorist organizations. This legis-
lation will also invest in our relation-
ships with key allies and security part-
ners to help counter shared threats. 

Importantly, this NDAA will help our 
military bases rebound from recent 
natural disasters. 

Finally, of course, this legislation 
will invest in our most important re-
source—our troops and in their fami-
lies. 

This year’s National Defense Author-
ization Act authorizes a 3.1-percent pay 
increase for our troops, the largest in-
crease in a decade. They more than de-
serve it, and an increase is important 
for recruitment and retention in our 
All-Volunteer Force when the economy 
is as strong as it is. 

The bill also focuses on addressing 
the recent significant health and safety 
issues faced by many families with pri-
vate on-base housing, and it contains 
measures to support military spouses 
seeking employment and increased ac-
cess to childcare on military installa-
tions. 

It also allows parental leave to be 
taken in multiple increments, better 
adapting to the lives of our 
warfighters. 

In his first annual address to Con-
gress, George Washington noted: ‘‘To 
be prepared for war is one of the most 
effectual means of preserving peace.’’ 

There is no better way to preserve 
peace and protect our Nation than to 
ensure that the U.S. military is the 
best equipped, most capable fighting 
force in the world. 

I look forward to working with my 
colleagues to pass the National Defense 
Authorization Act and to give our mili-
tary men and women the tools they 
need to defend the country. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

Democratic leader is recognized. 
ADMINISTRATION POLICIES 

Mr. SCHUMER. Now, if there is one 
word to describe the State of the 
Trump administration, it is ‘‘chaos.’’ 
The administration’s policy at the bor-
der is in chaos; the administration’s 
foreign policy is in chaos; and the 
Trump administration itself is in 
chaos: the vacancies in so many agen-
cies, people within the administration 
fighting with each other, and the Presi-
dent tweeting away, even if it is 
unconnected to the people who actu-
ally administer the policies. 

So even though this has been a con-
stant theme in the Trump Presidency— 
the chaos within—it is getting worse 
and more alarming. 

On the border, the President an-
nounces a new cockamamie policy al-
most every day: a national emergency 
to build a wall, tariffs with Mexico, 
shutting down the border entirely, 
mass arrests and deportations inside in 
our borders. Many of these ‘‘policies’’ 
were announced by tweet with little or 
no thought or force of action behind 
them. Not one of them has been imple-
mented, even though the President 
could implement many on his own. 
Most were tossed aside as casually as 
they were announced, and it is easy to 
see why. The policies he has announced 
at the border are cruel, inhumane, inef-
fective, and most are impossible to 
carry out. 

Meanwhile, the Trump administra-
tion is cutting off security assistance 
to Central American countries—the 
one thing his administration was doing 
to stem migration and address the root 
causes in the first place. Even on the 
issue the President talks about most, 
the chaos of his administration is mak-
ing the problem exponentially worse, 
not better. 

It doesn’t get any better when it 
comes to the administration’s foreign 
policy. In response to increased activ-
ity from Iran, the President has now 
announced two deployments of 1,000 
troops or more without even explaining 
to the American people what is hap-
pening and why. As Commander in 
Chief, he owes it to the American peo-
ple, and especially our troops, to clar-
ify what he hopes to achieve in the 
Middle East. What is the strategy? 
What is the goal? What is the limit of 
what we will do, and what are the 
things we will do? Any foreign policy 
expert will tell you outlining these 
things helps the strategy and helps 
build support for it. Does the President 
have clear goals? Does he have a strat-
egy or, once again, when he wakes up 
in the morning and thinks—one day, he 
tweets about it, and the next day he 

thinks something else and tweets 
something different or even contradic-
tory. 

We have no earthly clue to the Presi-
dent’s strategy or goals because, like 
everything else in his administration, 
his foreign policy is wracked by chaos. 

The Trump administration, in terms 
of its personnel and leadership, is in 
chaos as well. Yesterday the Presi-
dent’s choice for Secretary of Defense 
withdrew. Where was the vetting? Why 
wasn’t this known by the White House 
long before he got to this level? So now 
the most powerful military in the 
world has been without a Senate-con-
firmed Secretary since Secretary 
Mattis resigned in December of last 
year—6 months without a confirmed 
head of the DOD. How can we conduct 
a foreign policy, a military policy with 
no head of DOD? 

The administration is escalating ten-
sions in Iran and sending troops over-
seas without a permanent Defense Sec-
retary, someone who is really in charge 
and thoroughly vetted at the helm. It 
is not just the Defense Department 
where chaos reigns. The positions of 
Homeland Security Secretary, OMB 
Secretary, SBA Administrator, Ambas-
sador to the U.N., and even the Chief of 
Staff in the White House are all in the 
acting capacity. 

It is a revolving door. People want to 
leave. Most people of substance can’t 
stand the chaos and misdirection from 
the President, and we have had less fo-
cused attention to issue after issue 
from this President than any in a very 
long time because of chaos. The insti-
tutions of our government under Don-
ald Trump lack steady and experienced 
leadership. It is a crisis of competence. 
The President is making decisions 
without proper counsel, preparation, or 
even communications between the rel-
evant agencies. It is policy by whim. 
The withdrawal of his Secretary of De-
fense nomination is only the latest ex-
ample of an administration in chaos. 

I raise these points not to disparage 
the President but because the swirling 
chaos in his administration hurts the 
American people. It has frustrated our 
ability to find real solutions at the bor-
der and stunted progress on issues 
Americans care about, like infrastruc-
ture and healthcare. Above all, I fear 
the chaos in the White House could 
lead our country closer to a conflict 
with Iran that most Americans want to 
avoid. 

In short, the amateur hour must end. 
The U.S. Government is not an episode 
of ‘‘The Apprentice.’’ It is real life with 
real consequences. It is deadly serious 
business. For the sake of the country, 
the Trump administration needs to get 
its act together. 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
Mr. President, now on climate, when 

I come to the floor to speak on matters 
of legislation, it is almost always 
about legislation here in Congress. But 
in our Federal system of government, 
the States, too, have enormous power 
to shape the current events in our 
country. 
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